3Q                   The Mahdbharata; A Criticism.
independent considerations.     For it   is   strange   that
Sahadeo, Arjuna and Bhima should each drink the water
without caring to see what had happenecl to his prede-
cessor, and in spite of the warning given each time by
the Yaksha. > It looks absurd that even the predecessor's
death should not have sufficed to prove the truth of the
Yaksha's warning.    The questions put are, moreover,
like riddles, and do not look as belonging to a great
author.   Further than this, there is a break in the context
at this   Akhyana.   In this  episode, which  is the last
in the Vana Parva,  the Yaksha directs Yudhishthira
to pass his days of concealment in Virata's city.    And
yet we find in the beginning of the next Parva that
Dharma is at a loss to see where to go and live incognito,
Again, at   the   end   of  the   Yaksha-prashna   episode
Dharma dismisses all the Brahmans, and only the five
brothers with Draupadi and Dhaumya remain ready to
dive into obscurity.   And yet in the beginning of the
Virata Parva the Brahmans are still there and they have
yet to be dismissed.   These considerations would lead
us to think that the story would properly run on if the
Yaksha-prashna episode had not been there, in other
words it has been added subsequently.
Another instance of this kind, though not quite so
clear, is that of the Anu Gita. This is an episode in
the Ashwamedha Parva and is fashioned after the Gita
as is implied in the very name of it. Arjuna, after all
the toils of the war are over, asks Shrikrishna to give
him the same instructions as he had given him at the
beginning of die war. Shrikrishna says that he could
not rise to the same "inspiration again, but would tell